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oThe Bi bl e | manany gearoNbotGod. dlie Bible
did not fall magically from the clouds. Man created it as a
historical record of tumultuous times, and it has evolved through
countless translations, additions, and revisions. History has never
had a definitive version of the &
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and voted on by the Council of NI
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oBecause Constantine upgraded Je
four centuries after Jesus0 death, thousands
existed chronicling His life as a mortal man. To rewrite the

hi story bookséConstantine commi s
Bi bl e, which omitted t hosehugans pe
traits and embellished those gospels that made Him godlike. The
earl i er gospels were outl awed, g
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oFortunately for historians, 0 he
t hat Constantine attempted to er 3
scrolls highlight glaring historical discrepancies and fabrications,
clearly confirming that the modern Bible was compiled and edited
by men who possessed a political agendadto promote the divinity
of the man Jesus Christ and use His influence to solidify their own
power base. 0







Is the New Testament reliable?

How do we know that what we have in our Bibles is really
what was written 2,000 years ago?

How do we know that what was written is credible and true?
How do we know I tds not f ul | of

Does anything else besides the Bible confirm what the Bible
says is true?










Work Written  First Copy Time Span # of Copies

New Testament AD 50100 AD 12% 25 years 5,366+
Homer (lliad) 800 BC 400 BC 500 years 643
Caesar (Gallie Wars)  100-44 BC AD 900 1,000 years 10
Plato (Tetralogies) 400 BC AD 900 1,300 years 7
Herodotus (History) 480-425 BC AD 900 1,350 years 8
Tacitus (Annals) AD 100 AD 1100 1,000 years 20

Taken with adaptation from Norman L. Geisler and William E. Nix, A General Introduction to the Bible, (Chicago: Moody, 1986).



Writer Gospels  Acts Pa_u (e Ge_neral Rev. Totals
Epistles  Epistles

Justin Martyr 268 10 43 6 3 330

Irenaeus 1,038 194 499 23 65 1,819
Clement Alex. 1,01.7 44 1,127 207 11 2,406
Origen 9,231 349 7,778 399 165 17,922
Tertullian 3,822 502 2,609 120 205 7,258
Hippolytus 734 42 387 27 188 1,378
Eusebius 3,258 211 1,592 88 27 5,176
Grand Totals 19,368 1,352 14,035 870 664 36,289

Taken with adaptation from Norman L. Geisler and William E. Nix, A General Introduction to the Bible, (Chicago: Moody, 1986).



oThe interval then between the dates of original composition and
the earliest extant evidence becomes so small as to be in fact
negligible, and the last foundation for any doubt that the
Scriptures have come down to us substantially as they were
written has now been removed. Both the authenticity and
general integrity of the books of the New Testament may be
regarded as finally established. 0

- Sir Fredric G. Kenyon, The Bible and Archaeology, 1940.










oOoThe benefit of the doubt i s to &
and not arrogated by the critic to himself . 0

- Aristotle

0One must | i sten to the claims of
and not assume fraud or error unless the author disqualified
himself by contradictions or known factual inaccuracies . 6

- John W. Montgomery. History of Christianity . (1971), 29.













words: Jesus the Nazarene, a man
s and wonders and signs which
Idst, just as you yourselves

Men of Israel




Men of Israel, listen to these words: Jesus the Nazarene, a man
attested to you by God with miracles and wonders and signs which
God performed through Him in your midst, just as you yourselves
knowé OActs 2:22

And while Paul was saying this in his defense, Festus said in a loud
voice, oPaul, you are out of vyour
you mad?o. But Paul said, ol am n
Festus, but | utter words of sober truth. For the king knows about

these matters, and | speak to him also with confidence, since | am
persuaded that none of these things escape his notice; for this has

not Dbeen donedActn26:24-26 or ner . O




Men of Israel, listen to these words: Jesus the Nazarene, a man
attested to you by God with miracles and wonders and signs which
God performed through Him in your midst, just as you yourselves
knowé OActs 2:22

And while Paul was saying this in his defense, Festus said in a loud
voice, oPaul, you are out of vyour
you mad?o. But Paul said, ol am n
Festus, but | utter words of sober truth. For the king knows about
these matters, and | speak to him also with confidence, since | am
persuaded that none of these things escape his notice; for this has

not been done in a corner. @ACcts 26:24-26










oThe El der |[apostle John] used to
the interpreter of Peter, wrote down accurately all that he [Peter]
mentioned, whether sayings or doings of Christ, not, however, in

order. For he was neither a hearer nor a companion of the Lord; but
afterwards, as | said, he accompanied Peter, who adapted his

teachings as necessity required, not as though he were making
compilation of the sayings of the Lord. So then Mark made no

mistake, writing down Iin this way some things as he mentioned

them; for he paid attention to this one thing, not to omit anything

t hat he had heard, nor to i1 nclude

d Papias, bishop of Hierapolis in A.D. 130




oMatthew published his gospel amo
their own tongue, when Peter and Paul were preaching the gospel in
Rome and founding the church there. After their departure [i.e.,

death], Mark, the disciple and interpreter of Peter, himself handed
down to us I n writing the substan
follower of Paul, set down in a book the gospel preached by his

teacher. Then John, the disciple of the Lord, who also leaned on His
breast, himself produced his gospel, while he was living at Ephesus In
Asi a. o

dlrenaeus, Bishop of Lyons in A.D. 180
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Titus Falvius Josephus
A.D. 300100

0 F e swasirmow dead, and Albinus

was but upon the road; so [ Ananug

assembled the Sanhedrin of judges,
and brought before them the

brother of Jesus, who was called

Christ, whose name was James, and
some others; and when he had

formed an accusation against them

as breakers of the law, he delivered

them to be stoned é 6

-The Antiquities of the Jews 9.1




Gaius Cornelius Tacitus
A.D.560117

Christus, from whom the name
had its origin, suffered the extreme
penalty during the reign of Tiberius

at the hands of one of our
procurators, Pontius Pilatus, and
a most mischievous superstition,
thus checked for the moment,
again broke out not only in
Judea, . . . but evenin Rome. 0

-Annals 15.44



Pliny the Younger
A.D. 610112

0 T h were in the habit of meeting
on a certain fixed day before it was
light, when they sang an anthem to
Christ as God, and bound
themselves by a solemn oath not to
commit any wicked deed, but to
abstain from all fraud, theft and
adultery, never to break their word,
or deny a trust when called upon to
honor it; after which it was their
custom to separate, and then meet
again to partake of food, but
ordinary and innocentkind . 6

-Letter to Emperor Trajan


http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/59/Como_-_Dom_-_Fassade_-_Plinius_der_J%C3%BCngere.jpg
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oearchaeol ogi cal work has unquest.
the reliability of the scriptural record. More than one archaeologist

has found his respect for the Bible increased by the experience of
excavation i n Palestine. o

oSuch evidence as archaeol ogy has
providing additional and older manuscripts of the books of the Bible,
strengthens our confidence in the accuracy with which the text has

been transmitted through the centu

- Millar Burrows, Yale archaeologist, What Mean These Stones?







ERASTUS PRO:AED:S:P:STRAVIT

Erastus, in return for his aedileship, laid this at his own expense



