Basic Bible Interpretation (Part 3)
A Sermon Series Adapted from the Book of the Same Name
THE CLARITY OR _________________________ OF SCRIPTURE
This doctrine teaches that the ____________________ of the biblical texts can be clear to the ordinary reader.  Anyone who is literate can comprehend the basic messages of the Scriptures.  Responsible interpretation of the Bible by believers in the pews is not only accepted, but also encouraged.  (Psalm 119:130; Acts 17:11)
This is in contrast to other positions like that of the _______________ Catholic Church, which asserts that Scripture is imperspicuous (unclear) apart from the interpretive authority (the Magisterium or teaching office) of the Catholic church and tradition.

THE LITERAL, GRAMMATICAL, HISTORICAL APPROACH

This approach to interpreting scripture asks:  What is the ___________ original intent, and what did the Bible mean to its original audience in their original context?
LITERAL:  We aim to understand verses based on the actual _______ in their plain, ordinary meaning and not going beyond what is written.  This, of course, doesn’t rule out symbolism and figures of speech.
GRAMMATICAL: We aim to observe the impact that ______________ plays in any given text.  We study the relationship that words, phrases, and sentences have toward one another.
HISTORICAL: We aim to take into account the historical ___________, setting, and circumstances in which the words of Scripture were written.

KEY PRINCIPLE: __________________ INTERPRETS SCRIPTURE

Passages that seem to _____________________ need to be interpreted in light of the harmony of the Scriptures.

_________________ and/or secondary passages are to be interpreted in light of the clear and primary passages.

The __________  ___________________ must be interpreted in the light of the New Testament.  We must acknowledge the progress of revelation.

HOW DO WE KNOW WHEN A PASSAGE IS TO BE TAKEN AS FIGURATIVE OR LITERAL?
Always take the passage in its _________________ sense unless there is good reason for doing otherwise.  

The figurative sense is intended if the literal sense would involve an impossibility or an ______________________.
Take the figurative sense if the literal sense would demand ______________ action.

Note whether an expression is followed by an ___________________ statement in the context.  
HOW DO WE KNOW WHAT BIBLICAL COMMANDS ARE TRANSFERABLE TO THE PRESENT DAY?

1. 
Some commands are _______________________, continuous, and not revoked, and/or pertain to moral and theological subjects, and/or are repeated elsewhere in Scripture, and therefore are permanent and transferable to us.

2. 
Some commands pertain to a ________________, nonrepeatable circumstance and/or nonmoral or nontheological subjects, and/or have been revoked, and are therefore not transferable to today.

3. 
Some commands pertain to _____________________ settings that are only partially similar to ours and in which only the principles are transferable.

4. 
Some commands pertain to cultural settings with __________ similarities but in which the principles are transferable.
THE PURPOSE OF INTERPRETATION:  ______________________
“Prove yourselves ______________ of the word, and not merely hearers who delude themselves.”  (James 1:22)

Studying the Bible without obeying it is _______________________.  We deceive ourselves into thinking we have fulfilled our obligations before God when we have not.
“The Bible is not to be merely repeated                                              and known, but to be lived and felt.”
- Martin Luther[image: image1.png]
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